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Type E34 is found in the areas of provincial cities which contain university halls of residences and where the 
surrounding streets are rented out to undergraduate students.

Education

Health

Crime

Finances

Environmental Issues 

 

 

 

 

The number of undergraduates is reflected in the fact that the maximum level of attainment 

reached by 57% of this population is `A’ level standard. These areas generally have very few people who have left 
school with few if any qualifications. The number of children of school age in these areas is very low. Many of 
these children belong to the small, often ethnic community, that has been swamped in recent years by the student 
invasion. Their academic success is limited, and virtually none go on to attend the universities that dominate their 
immediate surroundings.

This largely student population has a generally active lifestyle, although sports facilities provided by the 

university are more likely to be used than the local gym. Their diet is largely constrained by money; it can not be 
classed as a good diet, but the foods that constitute a bad diet are likely to be restricted to kebabs and curries 
after a night out on the beer. Consequently, overall health is generally good, although when adjusting for age 
there are signs that these people’s lifestyle is not ideal.

These neighbourhoods have a relatively high fear of crime, with concerns about racial assault and rape 

being particularly high. Neighbours tend to keep themselves to themselves, so household burglary is common. 
However, many personal attacks also occur near to the college or university, as these relatively naïve people 
become victims. 

This population is split fairly evenly between those who pay no income tax, and those who pay at the 

basic rate. Almost no-one pays higher rate tax in these neighbourhoods. The general lack of money means savings 
are rare, although the original inhabitants may have some small investments. As many of Type E34 are students 
currently relying on student loans, relatively small proportions of the population require state benefits; of those 
that do Jobseeker’s Allowance is the most prevalent. 

These people are generally very concerned for the environment, to the extent 

that despite their limited financial means they will pay more for environmentally friendly goods and will donate to 
appropriate charities. Few have cars, and those that have will do below average mileage. However, the nature of 
the accommodation, either Halls of Residence or shared houses, mean that their home lives are particularly 
wasteful of energy. 

Key Features Communication

Receptive

Internet
Telemarketing
Social networks
Heavyweight magazines

Unreceptive

Broadsheet newspapers

TV
Tabloid press

Description - Public Sector Focus
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Summary 

Demography 

Environment 

Economy 

Type E34 is found in the areas of provincial cities which contain university halls 

of residences and where the surrounding streets are rented out to undergraduate students. 

Type E34 contains the increasing number of students going to universities, 

and has had a major impact on the demographics of many inner city suburbs. Until recently 
the majority of undergraduate students could live in halls of residence managed by the 
universities themselves. With the government decision to widen access to higher education, 
today's student populations have spilled out into broader areas of rented flats and houses in 
the surrounding community. 

These trends are most noticeable in Britain's largest provincial cities, such as Leeds, 
Nottingham, Sheffield and Bristol that are currently the destinations most popular with UCAS 
applicants. Neighbourhoods of Type E34 have a very distinctive age profile, with the majority 
of the population aged between 18 and 24. These are virtually child free areas and it is 
uncommon to find old people. Though mostly white, there are significant numbers of students 
from overseas, particularly Chinese. People live in either communal establishments or in 
shared dwellings on short term lets, where students pool their finances and share the use of 
kitchens and bathrooms. The rapid turnover of the student population often causes irritation 
to old time residents who are dismayed by the students' lack of involvement and commitment 
to their local communities. This is also reflected in very high levels of burglary and theft 
reported to the local police for whom the security of rented dwellings is a major local source of 
concern. Indeed the transient nature of these communities also makes them attractive 
locations for rootless people and those on state benefits, who lack stable family support 
systems. 

Neighbourhoods of Type E34 are most common in the central and inner 

areas of Britain's largest provincial centres. Since the Victorians tended to situate their 
universities in, what were then, middle class areas, many of these university neighbourhoods, 
as for instance in Leeds, Sheffield, Manchester and Bristol, are situated in areas well endowed 
with large old houses suitable for subdivision into multi-occupied dwellings. These Type E34 
neighbourhoods therefore tend to lie adjacent to old established high status suburbs and to 
enjoy the benefits of tree lined streets, attractive municipal parks and strips of up market 
shopping which is equally attractive to young professionals. Such areas quickly adapt to the 
specific needs of students by acquiring book and record shops, letting agencies, cheap and 
informal cafes selling organic foods, pubs, bars and centres of entertainment, laundrettes, 
travel agencies and small shops selling inexpensive ethnic clothing. Though often congested 
with traffic, these areas are typically full of pedestrians in the evenings as well as during the 
working (or studying) day.

These neighbourhoods typically have little engagement with the local economy 

though, with changes in the financial support for students, an increasing number are reliant 
on part time, low paid employment to supplement their grants. Many local jobs are in 
restaurants and other leisure services where the student population likes being served by 
others of its own age group. 

On the other hand, the spreading out of the student community has been facilitated by a new 
generation of private landlords investing in the 'buy to let' market which has resulted in a 
significant change in the economies of local areas. 

Description - Sociology and Environment
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Consumer Values

Consumption Patterns

Change 

 Today's Type E34 is much less ideologically driven than they were in 

previous generations and consumer values are less distinctive from those of the wider 
population. Importance is placed on good value for money, on informality and on authenticity. 
Whilst a minority of students express hostility to international brands, a much larger number 
are interested in experimenting with 'funky' or ethnic designs in clothes and furniture. 
Suppliers are expected to be respectful of green agendas and charities such as Greenpeace 
and Friends of the Earth attract high levels of support. 

 Type E34 is traditionally a market of considerable interest to 

suppliers of financial services, particularly for the sales of current accounts and credit cards. 
But, due to their increasing size, they are now also becoming a major market for many 
providers of leisure and entertainment services such as operators of pubs, clubs, coffee chains 
and quick service restaurants and for retailers of stationery, books, magazines and records. 
Internet cafes are particularly well patronised.

As this type of neighbourhood grows it is likely to encroach further on 

neighbouring, more traditional, low income communities. In many provincial cities this growth 
represents an effective strategy for the regeneration of inner city areas. 

Description - Sociology and Environment
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When young students arrive at University, they are often leaving the security of home for the 
very first time. They are flung together in a single mass, which may be constituted entirely of 
students but is, in fact, a highly heterogeneous group. The students are very different, coming 
from widely differing cultures and backgrounds. The only common identity being that of 
'student'. However, despite the inherent differences in socio-cultural identity, the student 
lifestyle does feature a number of recognisable consumption patterns which are evident here.

Students are, not unexpectedly, very tuned in to information and they often read the quality 
broadsheets (which may be provided by their departments or bought at a discount student 
rate). They are 'switched on' to the Internet, both as a source of information and a means of 
conducting banking and other transactions. They are forming opinions on all manner of 
subjects. They are likely to be quite aware of social and political issues, as well as issues 
relating to environmental 'friendliness', organic and free range food and 'fair trade'. However, 
the extent to which they may put any of these thoughts into practice is likely to be limited, as 
they may have food provided or they may be more likely to shop somewhere with late 
opening hours and buy essentials according to their immediate needs and budget.

Socialising with fellow students takes up a lot of their time; in the form of drinking, going to 
clubs, music, cinema, sports and games such as pool or computer games. However, they may 
be stretching their meagre finances to the limits and, as well as engaging in part-time work to 
fund their lifestyle, they may have sought further credit (possibly with little success). Their 
personal expenditure will be largely on products and services which facilitate their lifestyle: 
clothing (which may be designer label), CD's, computer games, magazines, books, food and 
drink. Their rooms may be kitted out with every modern accessory: TV, PC, HiFi, DVD etc.  but 
many of these items will have been brought from home or bought by doting parents. Despite 
mounting debts, their attitude to financial matters may be somewhat carefree  as something 
which will be taken care of in the future, when they anticipate they will reap the rewards of 
their years of study and enter their careers, in which they plan to be successful. 

Description - Culture and Consumer Psychology
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