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Type G42 contains large numbers of people in large provincial cities, who are on low incomes and are particularly 

dependent on city councils for housing and for transport.

Education

Health

Crime

Finances

Environmental Issues

 

 

 

 

 

Over one half of the adults in Type G42 have no formal qualifications, and virtually none have 

successfully moved through the education system to become graduates. This attitude to and aptitude for 

education is passed to their children. Most will leave school without a solid foundation of qualifications, and very 

few will go on to university. In these areas of general poverty many will qualify for free school meals.

A poor diet, and heavy smoking and drinking are major contributors to the general poor health of the 

people in Type G42. This is compounded by an inactive lifestyle, with the betting shop and the bingo hall being the 

places where leisure time is most likely to be spent. Despite many of this population being relatively young, 

hospital admissions are well above the national average, and alcohol and drug abuse are serious concerns. 

Teenage pregnancy is also an issue in these areas.

These are not pleasant places in which to live. Anti-social behaviour is common, although perhaps not 

quite as serious a problem as it is in Type G41. There is little social capital, as neighbours tend to keep to 

themselves. Crime rates are high, and people are more likely to be victims on these estates rather than when they 

venture further afield. Crime is often committed by other local individuals, so the police are reasonably successful 

at finding the offender; however, rating for the police is very low despite this. 

These people rely on whatever financial support is available, with a high incidence of claiming most 

benefits available from both central and local government. This is the only source of income for many; for others it 

supplements the take-home pay where many are earning little more than the minimum wage. There is little spare 

to put into savings and investments; it is spent on the basics of living, and on drinking, smoking and leisure.

These relatively poor people spend what little spare money they have on 

themselves with a short term view, with little regard for the wider world or future problems caused by 

environmental damage. Most will therefore not have the money to support environmental activities, and many 

probably do not even give them a thought. Car ownership is generally low, and those households that do have 

access to a car tend to do low annual mileage. 
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Summary 

Demography 

Type G42 contains large numbers of people in large provincial cities, who are on 

low incomes and are particularly dependent on city councils for housing and for transport.

Type G42 neighbourhoods are mostly found in large Northern cities, where 

the majority of the population remains particularly dependent on local authorities for their 

housing and transport. 

Though not necessarily areas of acute social deprivation and still having the benefit of active 

family and community support networks, these are nevertheless communities where horizons 

are low and where few people have been converted to the culture of optimistic self reliance 

that has characterised lower occupational groups living in small towns and southern regions of 
the country. In these communities those who have exercised the right to buy their homes 

from the council are still in a minority. The majority of the population work in semi skilled, 

routine jobs which demand few qualifications and offer modest wages. 

Though many residents are unemployed, sick or bringing up children on their own, there is not 

the same degree of reliance on state welfare benefits as there is on services provided by the 
local council. These areas consist mostly of low rise council housing, often dating from the 

early post war period, which originally provided adequate though not spacious accommodation 

for blue collar workers moving out from decaying inner city terraces. These estates are 
distinctive for the ambitious scale at which many of them were built, often over long periods 

of time, typically very distant from any local centres of employment. The tearing up of local 

communities that was involved in this 'decanting' of populations to supposedly more healthy 
peripheral estates has led to an environment whose scale and uniformity is now a critical 

liability since it affords few opportunities for newer land uses as well as poor access to the 
places where people naturally congregate and build the networks that constitute a genuine 

community. This uniformity contributes to low levels of contact with other social groups, 

owner occupiers, people who are self-employed, students, people with qualifications, and to 
limited opportunities for new social experimentation. 

In these environments older couples on better incomes are more likely to purchase a new 
house on a private estate than to buy their own homes and many other 'better' tenants are 

likely to find their way onto other smaller estates, with fewer young families. These processes 

contribute to the concentration in these neighbourhoods of families with children who are 
particularly likely to be of school age. Very few people in these neighbourhoods come from 

minority ethnic groups.

Description - Sociology and Environment
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Environment 

Economy 

Consumer Values

Consumption Patterns

Change 

Neighbourhoods of Type G42 occur most commonly in large Northern cities 

whose rapid population growth during the nineteenth century resulted in the construction of 

large numbers of older terraces, subsequently deemed suitable only for slum clearance. 

Compared with Type G41 these neighbourhoods are more likely to be found in cities with 

extensive maritime and smokestack employment, such as Middlesbrough and Birkenhead, as 

well as in provincial cities with universities, television stations and professional practices that 

service an extensive regional hinterland. The housing is mostly built in the form of basic and 
repetitive semi-detached and terraced designs, typically arranged in looping crescents, and set 

in generous sized plots. Unlike the better quality older designs with their 'garden city' 

influences, these estates are characterised by large amounts of unused grass. What had 

originally been intended to be enjoyed as 'gardens' to the front and rear of the houses are 

often no more than patches of unused scrub. Grass verges separate pavements from 

roadways and grass rather than vegetation covers the public empty spaces at the junctions of 

the roads. Most of the housing is brick built, seldom with more than the most basic protection 
against the elements above the front door. A striking feature of many of these areas is the 

lower level of car ownership than would characterise new town housing or smaller estates in 

smaller towns. Corporation managed buses penetrate deep into these estates taking the 
population to shops that are located in local convenience centres as well as to jobs in city 

centres. Although incomes are low and these neighbourhoods are seldom free of minor 
instances of disorderly behaviour, the local community is usually confident enough to tackle 

the consequences either with the offenders or by reporting problems to the police or the local 

council. 

Many neighbourhoods of Type G42 have suffered seriously from the decline in the 

traditional sources of manual employment both in inner city factories that have moved to 

peripheral locations and in large capital intensive plants many of which have been closed 

entirely, as a result of foreign competition. Many of the older members of the population are 
therefore employed in jobs which do not demand the craft skills on the basis of which their 

prosperity in earlier years may have depended. 

Many younger workers struggle against the disadvantage caused by low levels of qualifications 
and a lack of confidence in the art of dealing with consumers in shops or on the telephone, 

which they would need working for customer facing service organisations.

 Type G42 is happy to purchase mass market brands offering low levels 

of personalisation provided they project a friendly and traditional image. Price is more 

important than quality and variety. People in these neighbourhoods tend not to be particularly 

motivated by ethical or environmental issues and tend not to complain when they receive poor 
service.

 Type G42 represents a good market for many mature mass 

market brands in mature product categories. Substantial proportion of household expenditure 

is spent on tobacco and on alcohol and these neighbourhoods are often responsive to direct 
marketing from catalogue mail order companies. By contrast these are poor areas for modern 

digital technologies, and a lack of confidence with computers can be a hindrance to the 

population both as consumers and as potential employees.

The future of many of these neighbourhoods is dependent on the level of priority 

area programme funding that they receive from central government, a key element of which is 

to strengthen levels of community organisation and thereby make the city council more 

responsive to local residents' concerns.

Description - Sociology and Environment
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These people live on large council estates, built during the time of slum clearances in large cities. 

The social problems associated with this migration of people, from tightly knit working class 

communities to often bleak housing estates, are well recognised. Now, the consequences are very 

apparent, with economic hardship being added to the problems which have cascaded down 

through the generations. However, while these people live in poor circumstances, they are not as 

deprived as some other areas and some of the old traditions linger. There is hardly any multi-

ethnic presence so these areas are, again, rooted in the past as far as cultural diversity is 

concerned.

These areas have numerous social and environmental problems including violence, vandalism, 

burglary and poor home conditions. The people here, as with all those who live in similar areas, 

are distinctly unimpressed with the ability of the police to maintain order. There is little sense of 

community or civic responsibility, but some may still have the support of an extended family. 

Across all these disadvantaged areas, there is poor health, often chronic.

Bills are often paid at the Post Office, and people shop frequently for routine groceries at local 

convenience stores or a nearby discount store. They budget carefully, enter competitions and 

generally respond positively to 'money off' promotions. They buy a lot of oven ready microwave 

meals and takeaways, although the family may occasionally sit down to eat together. Little 

attention is paid to healthy eating. TV viewing is extremely high and the preference is for basic 

entertainment by way of soaps, game shows, football and films. The TV is a main source of 

information as well as entertainment, and they are very open to marketing messages. Responses 

to IT developments and the Internet are slight  apart from computer games for the children.

Betting, bingo and trips to the pub and to clubs are notable leisure activities. Few holidays are 

taken and if they are, the trip will be to familiar places in the UK. There is little interest in foreign 

cultures, or to what is happening beyond the immediacy of their own lives. The incidence of 

smoking is high. Readership of newspapers is confined to the tabloids. They listen to a lot of 

popular music. Car ownership is low with most people using public transport, walking or taking 

taxis for a night out. If a car is owned, it will be old and probably a Ford, a Vauxhall or a Rover.

In recent decades, these people have experienced radical and usually detrimental change, but 

they retain some traditional values. They can be very proud and very practical. Their world will 

often revolve around clear-cut gender roles with associated patterns of behaviour. However, self-

identity was formerly provided by stable work patterns, particularly for males working in the 

manufacturing sector, but this is no longer the case and many will have a damaged sense of 

purpose. Life is lived solely in the present, and the idea of working towards a better future rarely 

occurs. Generally, these people are resigned to their destiny, which is one of survival and self-

indulgent pleasures, which provide only fleeting satisfaction. They rely on instinct, knowing what 

they like and liking what they know. There may be small pockets where economic and social 

conditions are more conducive to optimism and to change, but the critical mass of these areas 

will tend to create a marked pessimism about life and future prospects.

These people are the old proletariat who have struggled, and who continue to struggle in coming 

to terms with the new economic order. They are not as impoverished as some, but their lives are 

beset with financial and personal worries.

Description - Culture and Consumer Psychology
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