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Type J54 is found mostly by the seaside, where elderly couples have retired to enjoy a pleasant climate in the 

company of people of a similar age and similar values.

Education

Health

Crime

Finances

Environmental Issues

 

 

 

 

 

In general, this Type is not well educated; indeed many have no qualifications at all. This has not 

hindered them in their chosen occupation, which has seen them earn enough to save towards a comfortable, if not 

lavish, retirement. Very few children are raised in neighbourhoods such as these. Those that do perhaps pick up 

the traits of their elderly neighbours, but realise today that qualifications are much more important than they used 

to be. Their school performance is therefore a little better than is typical across the population, but often 

insufficient to allow them to proceed to university. 

The people living in Type J54 are increasingly likely to receive hospital treatment for a wide range of 

serious complaints. However, when their age profile is taken into account they are actually less likely to be taken 

to hospital than the average citizen. They will tend to eat reasonably well, avoiding the products with high fat and 

salt content, although they are less likely to purchase specific health foods. Some will smoke, but more will drink. 

These people tend to have largely inactive leisure pursuits; walking up and down the bowling green may be as 

physical as they get.

These are very neighbourly areas, primarily because the residents are so similar in many ways that they 

have many common interests and values. This social bonding seems almost to “scare off” the nuisance factors and 

the crime; their relatively modest homes are unlikely to provide very rich pickings for the professional burglar, and 

the virtual absence of children and teenagers turns these neighbourhoods into virtual “no go areas” for the yob 

culture. Most people are very satisfied with the efficacy of the police.

Throughout their working lives, these elderly people have amassed sufficient investments to provide 

for a comfortable retirement. However, there is a significant minority that is struggling to get by, and requires 

Pension Credits to help support them. They all have traditional values in common, which indicate that the Local 

Authority should have little difficulty in obtaining its council tax revenue.

Most people have an awareness of the impact of greenhouse gases and global 

warming, but they generally don’t feel that they need to do their bit unless it is made easy for them. A charity tin 

shaken under their nose may work, as may the home collection of recyclable items by the local council. They are 

not heavy car users; most households will have just the one car, and annual mileage is normally below average. 
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Summary 

Demography 

Environment 

Type J54 is found mostly by the seaside, where elderly couples have retired to 

enjoy a pleasant climate in the company of people of a similar age and similar values.

Type J54 neighbourhoods consist of quite extensive estates of single storey 

bungalows, mostly built in traditional retirement areas, and favoured by elderly couples on 

retirement. Unlike areas of inland bungalows in older, higher income suburbs, these are areas 

that pensioners tend to move into on retirement, rather than just before retirement, and few 
people will have been born in these areas or have nearby family. The appeal of these 

neighbourhoods is partly the temperate climate but very often the social life and the 

opportunity to be among people of a similar age and background who are likely to share 

similar values and leisure interests. These large expanses of seaside bungalow development 

are so dominated by the cultures of these elderly retirees that few young people would 

consider raising children in them and people of working age would not feel comfortable 
inviting contemporaries round for dinner in such areas. These areas therefore have the 

dubious distinction of repelling other age groups and providing an environment in which active 

greys can live the rest of their lives surrounded by people in similar circumstances to their 

own. Most of these properties, though easy to manage, nevertheless have quite large gardens 

to maintain and the position of many of them, some distance back from the shoreline, makes 

them more suited to younger pensioner couples who are still able to drive cars than to older 
widows and widowers. Although many enter these neighbourhoods with the hope that they 

will live in them until the end of their days, in practice bereavement and infirmity results in 

many moving to smaller and more convenient accommodation, often in more centrally located 

flats or even in sheltered accommodation. Obviously within Type J54, there are significant 

variations in the level of affluence and the size and quality of the housing. More expensive 

properties are likely to be situated close to the seafront, cheaper properties further back from 

the shore. Whatever their status these communities are almost exclusively white in their 
ethnic composition.

The environment of these neighbourhoods is typically characterised by single 

storey dwellings, some detached others semi-detached, mostly dating from the 1930s, 1950s 

or 1960s. They are usually laid out in straight lines or curving crescents rather than in cul-de-

sacs and are set in quite spacious grounds. These are unlikely to contain the mature trees so 

common in established suburban areas. More likely they will be stocked with small bushes and 

with roses surrounding well maintained lawns and set behind small concrete walls. Streets 

usually have a verge between the roadway and the pavement. 

The bungalows may occasionally have a single bedroom on the upper floor, perhaps reserved 

for grown up children when they visit, but the need not to negotiate stairs is assumed on 
arrival to be a feature which will allow people to extend their time in these properties. 

Most of the gardens are kept almost obsessively tidy and most repair jobs are attended to well 

before they become serious. However among older owners it is not uncommon for the decor 
to deteriorate, and kitchens and bathrooms often fail to meet the standards that would be 

considered appropriate by younger owner occupiers. 

Japanese saloon cars are parked on concrete hard standing or, on the more expensive estates, 
in detached garages. They are often necessary to reach the local shops. As owners get older 

and more infirm, or when partners die, taxis are commonly used in place of local buses which 

tend neither to be frequent nor particularly easy to manage. Local shops tend to be clustered 

in inter war or modern parades which feature inexpensive cafes, newsagents, estate agents 

and places where laundry can be cleaned.
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Economy 

Consumer Values

Consumption Patterns

Change 

Type J54 is particularly common along the coasts of Southern England and North 

Wales. In many of these locations, for example the North Wales coast, Thanet and the Clacton 

peninsula, unemployment rates have risen in recent years as increasing numbers of 

pensioners opt for rural or even foreign alternatives to seaside bungalow estates.

 Type J54 tends to have conservative values which are not necessarily 

tolerant of diversity. What others may consider prejudice these residents may consider as 

principles. Many are patriotic, even chauvinistic, in their purchasing decisions and take pride in 
selecting well trusted, familiar brands. Post modern advertising tends to leave this population 

cold and few can be bothered with the sophisticated lifestyle nuances that appeal to younger 

conspicuous consumers or to Group E. In adverts, these people like clear factual statements 
and clearly explained benefits. 

Nevertheless, many accept wider responsibilities and give generously in their lifetimes, as well 

as in their wills, to charities for children and for animals. 

 Type J54 can be a good market for specialist food products, 

especially those that might be considered as gifts. People enjoy wines and spirits, often 
indulge their pets and spend quite freely on personal services which enable them to maintain 

a smart appearance. Financial planning is a key consumer concern in these neighbourhoods 

and people understandably look to reliable professionals to help them balance capital and 
income over their remaining years.

The startling swings to Labour in many of these areas during recent elections 

confirm the suspicion that the types of people now retiring to these neighbourhoods are drawn 

from very different social groups than those for whom they were originally built. 

Description - Sociology and Environment
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The people of Type J54 are taking things more slowly in their later years. Plenty of rest during 

the day, coupled with sedentary pursuits such as reading and listening to the radio seem to 
mark out their lifestyle. Although they have prepared well for their financial comfort in 

retirement, they may be feeling the pinch as the years go by, with declining returns from their 

investments and savings, in these times of low interest rates and turbulent performances on 

the stock market. Quite well-versed in financial matters, they are likely to look carefully at 
financial services advertising and to use the services of a financial advisor. Seeking to get the 

most from their assets, they are interested in finding more profitable ways of investing their 

money and may even be attracted to equity release schemes to enable them to enjoy some of 

the, not inconsiderable, capital tied up in their homes.

Moderation and common sense are the watchwords here, combined with a leaning toward 

traditional values. Not surprisingly, they are concerned with health issues and take care of 

their personal wellbeing with regular health checks, possibly also turning to alternative 
remedies such as homeopathic medicines to alleviate minor health problems. Their careful and 

practical approach extends to eating, too. Not big spenders on groceries, they nevertheless 

plan their weekly shopping and tend to stick to well known brands or brands which they feel 
comfortable with. Light meals, plenty of fibre and no snacking in between meals seems to be 

the order of the day, although they may enjoy a meal out at a restaurant as a treat from time 
to time. They may also like to take the odd tot of whisky or some other drink at home on a 

regular basis.

Leisure activities tend to take place in and around the home, with gardening and 
grandchildren top of the list. Gentle leisure activities such as birdwatching, and a daily walk 

provide some physical exercise, while mental faculties are exercised through keeping up to 

date with the world through the daily paper and other reading. Television is also enjoyed, 
largely with programmes such as Antiques Roadshow, Gardeners' World and Songs of Praise 

reflecting the interests of these elderly consumers. Some leisure pursuits may extend further 

afield and these include holidays such as coach trips and visits to the homes of friends and 

family.

Perhaps unexpectedly, for a group with such traditional values, who prioritise duty over 
hedonistic pleasures, these consumers do attach a certain status value to certain products, 

particularly their cars, which they appear to take great pride in. Perhaps their cars offer them 
an outlet for some personal freedom of expression or self-identity in their otherwise 

increasingly uniform, routine lifestyles. Maintaining the status quo, however, seems to take 

precedence here and these Type J54 dwellers aim to do that for as long as they can. 

Description - Culture and Consumer Psychology
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