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Type H44 neighbourhoods are mostly found in traditional mining communities, which are still intensely dependent 

on manufacturing employment. Though these are mostly very poor communities it does not cost much to own the 

terraced houses in which most people live. 

Education

Health

Crime

Finances 

Environmental Issues 

 

 

 

Traditionally these are communities in which the men knew they would work in the mine, and the 

women would be maintaining the home and family life. There was therefore little focus on high educational 

achievement. Consequently, many people have few if any qualifications, and those who managed to go on to 

higher education are a rarity. Although times have now changed, it is difficult for the adults in these areas to 

support and encourage their children through their education. Therefore, despite the need today for at least basic 

qualifications to impress a prospective employer, many children still leave school without sufficiently attaining good 

GCSEs. It is not surprising that in these relatively closed communities, many of which have no local access to 

higher education, the Widening Participation initiative may be struggling.

Many people living in these areas do not subscribe to a healthy lifestyle. Diet is poor, and many people 

smoke. Leisure time is more likely to be spent drinking in the working men’s clubs that still survive rather than on 

taking physical exercise. However, unhealthy consumption is perhaps not taken to the extremes that occur in other 

deprived areas; consequently whilst health is poor there are others who have more serious problems.

Type H44 generally believes that, whilst the neighbourhood is not a particularly pleasant place in which 

to live, it could be worse, and fear of crime is no greater than is experienced across the country. Crime rates 

themselves are marginally above average, but nowhere near as bad as in other areas of poverty. Victims of crime 

are more likely to be mugged, or have their car taken, than they are to have their house burgled. Whilst these 

people generally appear to be reasonably satisfied with how the police deal with specific incidents, their overall 

rating of the police is poor.

These are areas where most people in work are in low paid employment. Income Support is 

therefore quite important to many. The elderly people in Type H44 are particularly poor, with significant numbers 

relying on Pension Credits. With a relatively high proportion of the population suffering from long term ill health, 

Disability Living Allowance is also a common feature. These are generally proud people who pay bills wherever 

possible. Non-payment of council tax is therefore not as common as in some other neighbourhoods, and when it 

does occur it is likely to be due to genuine financial hardship.

Environmental issues seem to have little impact on the people in these 

neighbourhoods. They are more focussed on their own problems of today rather than wider concerns for the 

future. Vehicle ownership is relatively low, and few households will have more than one car, and the car tends to 

be a small or medium sized vehicle. Whilst most do below average annual mileage there are significant numbers 

doing high mileage, possibly commuting out of the area to better paid jobs or even using their vehicle in the 

course of their work. 

Key Features Communication

Receptive

TV

Red top newspapers

Unreceptive

Internet

Telephone

Broadsheet newspapers
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Summary 

Demography 

Environment 

Type H44 neighbourhoods are mostly found in traditional mining communities, 

which are still intensely dependent on manufacturing employment. Though these are mostly 
very poor communities it does not cost much to own the terraced houses in which most 

people live.

Type H44 neighbourhoods, more than any other type, occur in small 

industrial towns where in the past mining was the mainstay of the local economy. These 

neighbourhoods are ones where manufacturing industry continues to be the major source of 

employment albeit mostly in low paid routine assembly work rather than in jobs requiring craft 
skills. These are places where, as a result of the legacy of mining employment, many older 

workers suffer from sickness related disabilities and many others describe themselves as 
being in poor health. Indeed many of these neighbourhoods have among the lowest life 

expectancy in the UK. However whereas in the past there would be few employment 

opportunities available to women, today large numbers of women work in light industrial 
factories and assembly plants in low skill, routine occupations. These are areas where those 

who do stay on at school to acquire formal qualifications, tend to leave for jobs in more 
prosperous areas of the country, leaving behind a workforce with limited skills. Very few 

people in the communities are engaged in any kind of professional or managerial occupation 

and few people who can hold down a middle ranking job would want to live in a community 
such as this, which is often insular in its opinions and not necessarily tolerant of outsiders. 

Despite these disadvantages, there is a resilient air about many of these places. People do 

have jobs, albeit menial ones, and the majority of the population own their own homes, lowly 
though they may be valued. The population profile of these areas is quite unusual, similar to 

the national average in many age groups but with high proportions of pensioners and children. 
These therefore are areas of families rather than of singles, where most people have at least 

two children, but where many children are now grown up and flown the nest. As is common in 

most ex-mining communities, these are not places where new minorities want to live or work.

Neighbourhoods of Type H44 occur most commonly in the mining valleys of 

South Wales, in the small mining towns of the Midlands, in the North East and in Scotland. 

The physical appearance of the neighbourhood can vary. 

In South Wales and the Potteries most neighbourhoods of Type H44 take the form of turn of 

the century streets of older terraced housing, originally built for miners and their families, 

which cluster in small communities around the locations of the now abandoned collieries. 

These terraces are often built of local stone below slate roofs. In other places, particularly in 

Scotland, such neighbourhoods are more likely to occur in places where small pockets of 
council housing mix with areas of older private housing and where many of the council tenants 

have exercised their right to buy. Some of these neighbourhoods are in housing which was 

originally built by the National Coal Board for its workers, particularly around new mines. A 

common feature of these locations is their small town setting and small scale of development 

which distinguishes them from neighbourhoods such as Type G43 and Type D24 which are 

found in much larger and more uniform housing developments characteristic of much larger 

towns and cities. These environments have both an air of decay and of renewal. Many of the 
houses have been cheaply built and it is evident that the communities were more prosperous 

in the past than they are today. Nonetheless there is evidence that the homes and gardens 

are being kept in reasonably good repair by the people who live in them and that there is an 

air of pride in the local community. Many gardens are well tended and the exteriors of most 

houses have been recently painted. It is seldom far to go to the local shops, most of which are 

locally owned and which appear to be coping with competition from the retail multiples which 
trade from more distant shopping centres.

Description - Sociology and Environment
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Economy 

Consumer Values

Consumption Patterns

Change 

The majority of Type H44 neighbourhoods were built to serve small mines or 

steelworks and, since the depression of the 1930s, have been areas of high unemployment. 
Many of these neighbourhoods, in South Wales in particular, are ones where the mines closed 

many years ago and, by way of contrast to Nottinghamshire and South Yorkshire, are ones 

which have now almost completed a successful transformation of their local economy. These 

small, semi rural communities have perhaps been more successful than larger cities in 
maintaining a tradition of self reliance among their populations and have provided a workforce 

that has been more adaptable in adjusting to the style of jobs offered by companies that have 

been successfully persuaded by regional development agencies to settle on nearby industrial 
estates.

 Type H44 displays values which continue to be influenced by their 

history as mining communities. These are areas where people are proud of their independence 

whilst at the same time being members of close communities. Horizons are limited by little 

exposure to lifestyles different from their own, by infrequent travel and by the small numbers 

of newcomers, whether commuters or long time residents, moving in to what are increasingly 

dormitory communities. Esteem is likely to won by means other than conspicuous 

consumption, caution governs any financial transaction and trusted, traditional brands 
dominate the selection of goods purchased from local convenience stores. 

 Type H44 is a poor market for advanced technology products, 

for sophisticated home improvement products, for upmarket car marques and for broadsheet 

newspapers. Few people read books or travel to offbeat holiday locations. However it is a 
reasonable market for do it yourself products, for satellite television and for the consumption 

of alcohol. Fish and chips and Chinese takeaways do better in these areas than salad bars and 

ice cream parlours. Diet is often unhealthy in these areas due to large intakes of salt and low 
consumption of fruit and vegetables.

As old scars heal the quality of life is improving rapidly in neighbourhoods of this 

sort.

Description - Sociology and Environment
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These people live on small-scale council developments which were created to house manual 
employees who work in nearby industry. That industry is likely to have altered dramatically 

over the last 20 years and may well have disappeared completely, to be replaced by new 

manufacturing processes. Such continuing change creates a fear of redundancy. The areas 

have various social and environmental problems but there are many others which are far 

worse. Some people in these areas have elected to buy their publicly rented houses. There is 
hardly any representation of ethnic groups amongst these traditional working class people. 

There are many teenagers but relatively few young adults. This is a common pattern which 

suggests that the economic and social order is changing as the young adults move elsewhere 

in search of improved opportunities. Lone parents with dependent children are numerous and 

a high proportion of these people are full-time carers. These people are poorly educated with 
very few formal qualifications. Both men and women work in basic occupations. There is also a 

small proportion of elderly people, who have probably lived in the same area for many years. 

These elderly people contribute significantly to the poor health record suffered in these 

neighbourhoods, and many are permanently sick.

Income levels are modest and these people have little interest in saving or in financial matters 

generally. Having a current account is far from commonplace, and the Post Office is used 
regularly for routine financial transactions. Some will have significant debts, usually through 

personal loans. To an extent, their relative poverty explains the hand-to-mouth existence, but 
predisposition also plays a role.

Basic grocery shopping occurs in discount stores such as Aldi, Netto, Kwiksave and the Co-op. 

Careful budgeting and the search for low prices are the primary issues behind such shopping, 
which is frequent. Frozen microwave ready meals are popular and there is little interest in 

healthy eating. However, some traditions linger and the traditional roast on Sunday lunch is 

still common. Eating out is a rare event. All the standard consumer durables are owned, and 

there is considerable interest in those which provide entertainment, such as DVD players. 
Interest in more recent IT based products is very low, with the exception of computer games 

where there are children in the household. Most households will have one car, most likely an 

old Ford or Vauxhall.

These people have basic leisure interests. TV viewing occupies a great deal of available time 
and the classic working class interests of bingo, betting and drinking in the local pub or club 

are regular features of everyday life. Soaps and easy entertainment are the preferred choices 

for TV viewing. Newspaper readership is confined to the tabloids such as the Daily Star, the 
Sun and the News of the World. DIY is significant, and great pride is taken by some in home 

improvements. A lack of money, coupled with a lack of interest in the wider world, means that 

any holiday which is taken is typically to a familiar place in the UK. Camping and caravanning 
holidays are popular. As with most people of this kind, religion plays little part in their lives. 

These people live unadventurous, working class lives. Local economic and social circumstances 

are changing and the areas are likely to see some major transformations in the near future.

Description - Culture and Consumer Psychology
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